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College Bound Primer

• Legislation, specifically eligibility 

• Sign-up process: two-steps

Dissecting sign-up rates

• Applications continue to grow

• Initial rate

• Reconciled rate

Moving forward – best practices

• WSAC portal and online application: student upload, letters, 
and data monitoring 

• Know your eligible students throughout the year

• Upload  “one and done”

Agenda
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College Bound Scholarship Commitment
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Early commitment of state 
financial aid to eligible 7th and 8th 
grade students.

Combines with other state 
financial aid to cover the average 
cost of tuition (at comparable 
public college rates), some fees, 
and a small book allowance. This is 
the commitment. 

Can be used at 66 two- and four-
year public and private colleges 
and universities.



College Bound Scholarship eligibility:
a two-step process 
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Step One

Apply in 7th or 8th grade, by June 
30 of 8th grade year. 

Foster youth are auto-enrolled.

Meet income requirements; verified 
on the application. 

Step Two 

Fulfill the College Bound Pledge.

Meet income requirements; verified 
by the college using information 

from FAFSA or WASFA. 

Be accepted to and attend an 
eligible college within one year of 

graduating high school. 



Dissecting sign-up rates: starting with the “or”
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7th OR 8th 
grade

• Complete CBS application in 7th or 8th grade, by June 30 of 8th grade 
year.

Eligibility 
timeframe 

• Meet income requirements during 7th or 8th grade.

Populations 
grow

• Application cycle is inclusive of two years.

• Eligible populations grow approximately 18-20 percent when counting all 
eligible students during that time period.    
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Applications continue to grow

As of January 
2017:

• Over 250,000 
applications 
on file.

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

CBS Applicants by HS Class 15,947 16,070 20,903 23,398 25,272 28,980 32,195 33,117 32,096
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Source: WSAC CBS Application Data 2006-07 to 2015-16. 



Making an impact on high school graduation rates

Graduation rates 
for CBS students 
are at least ten 
percentage points 
higher than that of 
their non-CBS low-
income peers.

Source: OSPI staff analysis of WSAC CBS applicant data.

75%

76%

79%

62%

60%

60%

77%

76%

77%

2015

2014

2013

Statewide average Other low-income CBS

1/18/2017 The Washington Student Achievement Council 7



Number of complete CBS 
applications (=school 

enrolled at time of 
application).

Initial sign-up rate (historical calculation) 

Free and Reduced Price 
Lunch eligible students 
based on data schools 

submit to OSPI in the fall of 
the cohort’s 7th 
grade=snapshot.
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2020 cohort: 32,096 2020 cohort: 35,953 = 89%



Partnership with OSPI on a moving target (eligibility counts):

• Access to real-time FRPL data is limited – USDA privacy 
guidelines.

• More comprehensive view of eligibility = truer picture of 
those missing the CBS opportunity. 

• Accounts for student mobility.

Why the change in sign-up rate methodology? 
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Complete CBS applications 
(=school enrolled at the 
end of 8th grade).

Reconciled sign-up rate

Number of students who 
became eligible for FRPL 
anytime during their 7th or 
8th grade year based on 
data schools submit to OSPI.

1/18/2017 The Washington Student Achievement Council 10

2020 cohort: 30,140 2020 cohort: 42,436 = 71%
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Explanatory materials



1/18/2017 The Washington Student Achievement Council 12

Now 
What?



Maximizing sign-ups and best practices 
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College Bound Portal (MS Toolbox)
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Imports/  
App Entry 

•Upload eligible students (start with FRPL, expand to other eligibility).

•October of 7th grade is recommended for first upload.

•Upload frequently in 7th-8th grade to capture newly eligible students.

•Online application www.collegebound.wa.gov.

Student 
Files 

•Student Lookup Tool  

•Application history 

•Downloadable lists 

Missing 
Info Letters 

•Print letters for signature and income verification after upload and 
send/scan to Washington Student Achievement Council regularly.

Contact Christina Richmond at 
collegebound@wsac.wa.gov

mailto:collegebound@wsac.wa.gov
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Order Free Materials 
Online

Order FREE materials online
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NEW brochures, 

posters, materials and 
templates at 

collegebound.wa.gov 
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Continue the conversation

Online:

•www.wsac.wa.gov

•www.readysetgrad.org

•www.thewashboard.org

•www.get.wa.gov

On Twitter:

•@WSACouncil

•@Ready_Set_Grad

•@SarahRuthWeiss

On Facebook:

•www.facebook.com/WSACouncil

•www.facebook.com/ReadySetGrad

Sarah Weiss, Associate Director 
College Access and Support 

SarahWe@wsac.wa.gov
360-753-7630

Need another packet?
Email 

collegebound@wsac.wa.gov

mailto:collegebound@wsac.wa.gov

